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m WOULD You A WP'CAL
COPY THESEZ /7 — DAY AT
EIE@_. WORK...

AT A
COMPANY
IN DAISEN

EVERY DAY IS5 A
CHALLENGE,

§Z

BUT I ENDOY

P )

I'M MASARU.
ke I WORK A
i DESK 0B IN
ol MY HOMETOWN
- OF DAISEN.

MY WORK.
11
RYYL I FLIP
/—_ THROUGH MY Do
D GRADUATION
5,8 ALBUM. S s SO HUNGRY... l
tas g ) THAT WAS
)) \auiTe A DAY.
ON DAYS
QQ 2] WHEN TM | L
REALLY BEAT,

kariwano giant tug of war

It’S said that the trasdition of the kariwano
glant tug of war dates sack some 500 years
to the muromachi period.

1602  SAMURAI DISTRICT ESTABLISHED IN KARIWANO WITH
FUTSUKAMACHI AND ITSUKAMACHI ON THE

PERIPHERY WHERE THE TUG OF WAR BEGAN.

YOKAMACHI DESTROYED IN A FIRE. THE UPPER
FUTSUKAMACHI AND LOWER ITSUKAMACHI REMAIN.

1656

MEIDI  SAMURAI ABOLISHED. TUG OF WAR MOVES FROM THE

PERIPUERIES TO BECOME A MAIN EVENT OF KARIWANO.

SUIFT TOWARDS BECOMING A TOURIST EVENT WITH
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TSUNAHIKI SUPPORT
COMMITTEE.

1957

1973

1983

1984

1998

ESTABLISUMENT OF THE KARIWANO GIANT TUG OF WAR
PRESERVATION SOCIETY, WORKING TOWARDS CONTINUING
ON THE TRADITION OF JAPAN'S GREATEST TUG OF WAR.

DESIGNATED AS AN IMPORTANT INTANGIBLE FOLK
CULTURAL PROPERTY OF AKITA PREFECTURE.

DESIGNATED AS A NATIONAL IMPORTANT INTANGIBLE
FOLK CULTURAL PROPERTY.

DATE CHANGE FROM 15 JANUARY OF THE LUNAR
CALENDAR TO THE NIGHT BEFORE NATIONAL
FOUNDATION DAY, 20 FEBRUARY.




@mus PAPER SHOWS NO

CHANGE AT A NEUTRAL PH.
WHEN DOES IT TURN RED?

AH... THE ANSWER

15 IN ACID. MASARU \ \

IN ALKALINE! ELEMENTARY
YEAR FIVE.

7 BRIGHT AND
\II OUTGOING

== BUT A LITTLE
CLUMSY. ) ’@5 ;
\

O THAT'S
EASY!

THAT WAS QUICK.
ALRIGHT, MASARU.

THAT'S ALL
FOR TODAY.
QUESTIONS?

HOW'D T
MIX THAT
ue..

THERE'S A TRANSFER
STUDENT COMING TO OUR
CLASS TOMORROW.

BGUITAR!
WIZARD!

(] 7 )

/' |§
ey
&
‘ T WONDER WHAT
THEY'RE LIKE...
(]




~

I'D LIKE TO
INTRODUCE A
NEW CLASSMATE.

THE NEXT

pIN MORNING

ConG

fg;s
M0 ||

|-

| ==

-

O

—d

ALRIGHT.
SHo, You
CAN SIT
NEXT TO...

INTRODUCE
YOURSELF.

I'M SHO. I
TRANSFERRED HERE
FROM TOKYO.

SHo

ELEMENTARY

YEAR FIVE.

PASSIVE AND QUIET.
MOVED FROM TOKYO
BECAUSE OF WIS
PARENTS' WORK.




ALRIGHT. LET'S
ALL TELL SHO A
BIT ABOUT NISHI
SEMBOKU.

TREASURES OF NISHI SEMBOKU WHAT ARE SOME
— BOUNTIFUL NATURE WITH MOUNTAINS,

RIVERS AND FORESTS
- DELICIOUS RICE, CROPS AND WILD VEGETABLES
- MANY FRIENDLY PEOPLE

GOOD POINTS?

RECOMMENDED SPOTS

— OSAZAWA PARK

- SANBONSLGI SPRING

- BAKKO PINE

- KOWAKLIBI ONSEN - SHOHOEN
- OSAWABGO'S OSHIZL MESHIZU

I REALLY LIKE THE
KARIWANO GIANT TUG OF WAR
HELD EVERY FEBRUARY. FOR OVER
500 YEARS, THE TOWN HAS BEEN
SPLIT INTO UPPER AND LOWER HALVES TO
TAKE PART. THE TRADITION WAS PASSED
DOWN THROUGH THE GENERATIONS AND
IT'S SAID THAT IF THE UPPER HALF WINS,
THE PRICE OF RICE WILL RISE, WHERE A
? WIN FOR THE LOWER HALF BRINGS
e A LARGE UARVEST.

THANK You,
MASARU. I WISH
YOu SHARED THE

SAME PASSION FOR il
CLEANING TIME...
EANING TIM REALLY 15

QuICK...

KARIWANO'S TUG OF
WAR TRACES BACK TO THE
LEADER OF THE 939 REBELLION,
SAMURAI COMMANDER TAIRA NO
MASAKADO. THE ORIGINS ARE LINKED
TO DESCENDANTS OF MASAKADO,

THE NAKAYAMA FAMILY, WHO MOVED
TO KARIWANO FOLLOWING THE
COMMANDER'S DEATH.

IT'S SAID THAT THE
TRADITION BEGAN AS PART
OF AN ANNUAL CEREMONY FOR
THE DEITY WORSHIPPED BY THE
NAGAYAMAS, KNOWN FOR BRINGING
PROSPERITY TO LOCAL TRADE. NOW,
THE KARIWANO GIANT TUG OF WAR IS
NATIONALLY DESIGNATED AS AN
IMPORTANT INTANGIBLE FOLK
CULTURAL PROPERTY.




I'M NOT
S0 INTO

CROWDS.

FESTIVALS AND

I'M NOT
ALL THAT
INTERESTED,

sHo!
LET'S J0IN

THE NEXT TuG

ATSUSHI

ELEMENTARY
YEAR FIVE.
MASARU'S
CLASSMATE
AND RIVAL.

NANA...
ATSUSHL...

" ARE vou
ALRIGHT, MASARU?
FEELING SICK?

NANA

ELEMENTARY
YEAR FIVE.
MASARU'S
CLASSMATE.

KIND AND CARING.

OF QUIET
HuUH.

I WANT TO

SURE HOW...

GET TO KNOW
HIM, BUT NOT

IT DOESN'T
SEEM LIKE SHO'S
INTERESTED N
KARIWANO'S TUG

ouT PLAYING,
\ DID SOMETHING
HAPPEN?




MASARU'S
MOTHER

MM... HE
DOESN'T LIVE TOO
FAR AWAY. RIGHT!
HOW ABOUT WE GET
EVERYONE TOGETHER
FOR A BBQ THIS
WEEKEND?

AW...
I WANT TO E\'/?&B o
MAKE FRIENDS
WITH SHO...

D
D =5
z
8
Py 3o =
™ HMZ
° Al
quT's PHEW...
THIS?
/ . W\
/7 [N
] [ [ n
T T
AFTER THE
CEREMONY, THE TUG OF )
WAR BEGINS! MY DAD'S ¢ > CAUGHT
A TATEMOTO FOR A F )
ITSUKAMACHI/ YOUR EVE L
’ , HUH? IT'S A I
S PRETTY " HACHIMANBEI,
COOL WHEN HE'S \f~ USED AS AN
. PREPARING AND &N K| | oFrerING TO
L EY\ wworrive THE B XY/ | e oerry on
\v ROPES! A % THE DAY OF
O ) THE TUG
“ () OF WAR. MASARU'S
. \D

W ROPE IS USED
) THE TUG OF WAR

“THEN OFFERED TO

UKISHIMA SHRINE.

A

HACHIMANBET

PAPER WANDS MADE
BY SHINTO PRIESTS
USED AS OFFERINGS
ALONG WITH SAKE
AND MOCHI.

o R

s -

UKISHIMA SHRINE: SITE OF Tl

SYMBOLIC EMBODIMENT O

FOR PROSPERITY |
™




THE
TUG OF WAR TAKES
PLACE WITH TUE TOWN
SPLIT INTO THE UPPER
FUTSUKAMACHI AND THE LOWER
ITSUKAMACHI ON OMACHI DORI IN THE
CENTRE OF KARIWANO. PEOPLE
RESPONSIBLE FOR TAKING CHARGE OF
THE TUG OF WAR AND LEADING TUE
EVENT ARE KNOWN AS TATEMOTO,
WITH OPPOSING TATEMOTO FROM
BOTH FUTSUKAMACHI AND
ITSUKAMACHI MANAGING
FRONTS ON EITHER

N
THE OLD DAYS, THE
ROLE OF TATEMOTO WAS
PASSED DOWN FROM PARENT TO
CHILD, BUT NOW THEY'RE SELECTED
BY EXPERIENCE. AS A TATEMOTO, OUR
MOST IMPORTANT TASK IS TO KNOT THE
ROPES RIGHT BEFORE THE START, WORKING
UNDER THE INSTRUCTION OF OUR MOST
SKILFUL MEMBER. WHEN THE MALE ROPE
THREADS THROUGH THE FEMALE, NOBODY
1S ALLOWED TO CHEER OR RAISE THEIR
LANTERNS, AND EVERYONE WAITS
FOR THE START SIGNAL IN A
TENSE SILENCE.

ATSUSHI'S
FATHER

/

\J
&
¥ \),‘\o, STOP IT... %,

o

THE GIANT TUG
OF WAR HUH...

OU! WELL
SPEAKING OF
THE GIANT

TUG OF WAR...
‘ <]

FUTSUKAMACHI
IS GOING TO
WIN NEXT
YEAR!

YOu ON ABOUT?
ITSUKAMACHI'S
GOING TO WIN
NEXT YEAR.

KIRIWANO'S) MR
ROPEI=
5’E ¢ 18M S¢— 303M S|« 64m

FEMALE ROPE
(ITSUKAMACHI)

18M

>l¢— 303 —3| ¢——— som

= = = ORI



THIS 1S SHO.

SUO STARTS TO
KARIWANO GIANT WARM UP TO THE
TUG OF WAR TUG OF WAR AND
PRESERVATION J0INS MASARU TO
SOCIETY CHAIRMAN THE LIBRARY.
[ENNEEN N
THE FORTH [
TO HEAD THE
SOCIETY SINCE
TS FORMATION

NISHI SEMBOKU LIBRARY

IN 1972.

WELL! ALRIGHT,

LET ME TELL
you ABoUuT
IT THEN.

ABOUT THE

OMACHI DORI,
WHERE THE TUG OF WAR
TAKES PLACE, WAS ONCE A

NATIONAL ROAD. THE EVENT BEGAN
IN THE MIDDLE OF TUE NIGHT BECAUSE
OF TUIS, FOLLOWING THE PASSING OF KARIWANO GIANT TUG OF WAR

SINCE
ITS BEGINNINGS,
THERE UAS BEEN A
GIANT TUG OF WAR EVERY
SINGLE YEAR. IN 1972, THE

THE FINAL MESSENGER FOR THE DAY. PRESERVATION SOCIETY WAS FORMED,

IN THE 19505, THE GIANT TUG OF

WAR  AND IN 1984, IT WAS NATIONALLY

BECAME A SOURCE OF TOURISM FOR THE DESIGNATED AS AN IMPORTANT

ON 15 JANUARY OF THE LUNAR
CALENDAR, BUT IN 1998, IT

CHANGED TO 10
FEBRUARY.

TOWN, AND A NUMBER OF CHANGES WERE INTANGIBLE FOLK CULTURAL
MADE IN AN EFFORT TO ATTRACT MORE PROPERTY. SAID TO BE THE MOST
PEOPLE TO PARTICIPATE AND WATCH,
INCLUDING SHIFTING TUE START TIME
TO 9 PM. PREVIOUSLY, IT WAS HELD

IMPRESSIVE IN JDAPAN, IT'S THE
SOCIETY'S MISSION TO
PRESERVE AND CARRY
ON THE TUG OF WAR
TRADITION.

W7

THERE ARE
LOTS OF BOOKS
AND DOCUMENTS IN
THE LIBRARY 50 TAKE
YOUR TIME READING.
I'M LOOKING FORWARD
TO SEEING You
AT THE TUG
OF WAR/!




HAHA,
HE'S A LOCAL
FARMER. HE'S
BEEN AT THIS A
WHILE S0 KNows
HIS STUFF.

WELL, LET
ME TELL You
ABOUT THE
ROPE THEN!

MID-DANUARY

MASARU AND FRIENDS
CAN'T WAIT FOR THE TUuG
OF WAR AND DECIDE TO
TAKE A LOOK AT THE
ROPE-MAKING PROCESS.

LET'S 60!

NEXT,
WE STRIP THE
STRAW DOWN IN A
PROCESS CALLED
SHINAGOKI.

FIRST,
WE HAVE TO
COLLECT 7,000
BUNDLES OF
DRIED RICE
STRAW.

7,000
BUNDLES... I
CAN'T EVEN
IMAGINE...

IT
WAS DONE BY
HAND (N THE OLD DAYS,
BUT NOT ANYMORE. THERE
AREN'T MANY COMPANIES
THAT MAKE THESE MACHINES
NOW THOUGH... PRESERVING
TRADITION ISN'T ONLY
OUR PROBLEM.

WOW, 50
You UsE A
MACHINE FOR
THAT PART.

STRAW-BEATING
HAMMER A

!

NEXT UP IS
WARAUCHI. BY BEATING
AND STRETCHING THE

STRAW, [T BECOMES
SOFTER AND PRODUCES
A MORE DURABLE ROPE.
DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES
ARE USED DEPENDING ON

THE STRAW'S CONDITION,
AND THIS DELICATE

CARRIED OUT
BY WOMEN.

A STRAW-BEATING MACHINE




HE'S WEAVING THE
STRAW. WHAT'S
THIS PROCESS?

THEN THERE'S GUMI WEAVING.
THE SHORTAGE OF EVEN AN GUMI FORM THE ROPE'S CORE
SUCCESSORS... EXPERIENCED
MAKES IT TOUGH TO

PRESERVE THE

WEAVER CAN ONLY
TECHNIQUES.

MAKE ABOUT TWO
A DAY.

AND ARE ABOUT 30M LONG AT 10CM
THICK. THE UPPER FUTSUKAMACHI
AND LOWER ITSUKAMACHI EACH
MAKE 200 LENGTHS FOR A
TOTAL OF 400.

ONCE
THE GUMI ARE
COMPLETED, THEY'LL

BE DELIVERED TO BOTH

WHERE WE MAKE TUE
CHILD ROPES. THEY'RE
BRAIDED BY A TEAM OF
DISTRICTS AND BRAIDED
THE TOWN INTO TWO HUGE THREE, EACH WITH A
REALLY COMES ROPES.
TOGETHER!

OF SEVEN.
UNLIKE
THE SOLITARY GUMI
WEAVING, BOTH TEAMWORK AND NI
TEMPO ARE IMPORTANT FOR THE )
BRAID. DO YOU TUREE WANT TO

GIVE [T A TRY?

TOURISTS

AND PEOPLE
OUTSIDE THE
PREFECTURE ARE
ALSO WELCOME TO
J0IN IN WITH THE
LocALs! IT's THE
PRIDE OF NISHI
SEMBOKU!

A\

" \\/I

1

COOL,
RIGHTIZ

WHOA! }

ALRIGHT, THIS 1S

SUPPORT, PLUS ONE
MORE PERSON PULLING
THE END FOR A TOTAL




TOWN J0INS |
IT REALLY BR

THE WHOLE

EVERYONE
TOGETHER.

IT'S FINALLY
ALMOST HERE. I
CAN'T WAIT FOR
TOMORROW!

N S0
INGS

TODAY'S THE
DAY OF THE

LATE JANUARY

THE TUG OF WAR
FAST APPROACHES

ANN

YEAW!
EVERYTUING
IS NEW AND
EXCITING!

you
ALRIGHT, sUHO?
THIS MUST ALL BE
NEW FOR YOU.

THAT RIGHT?
GOOD TO
HEAR/!

IT'S NICE
TO SEE You
EVEN oUT IN
THIS coLb!

COUNTING ON
YOoUu FROM Now
ON, SHO. LET'S ALL
BRING OUR GAME
TOMORROW!

'm

TIME BUT WE CAN OVERCOME

WORK TOGETHER AS A TEAM!
THE BEST WAY TO PRESERVE

IT'S THE
CHAIRMAN AND
FARMER!

EVERYONE
CAN GET A BIT
NERVOUS WHEN TRYING
SOMETHING FOR THE FIRST

ANY OBSTACLE IF WE JUST

TRADITION (S MAKING SURE
NOT TO FOCUS ON THE
PRESENT AND ALWAYS LOOK
TO CONNECT WITH THE
NEXT GENERATION.




10 FEBRUARY

GIANT TUG OF WAR

CEREMONY 5
STARTING!

IN FRONT
OF THE ROPES,
RIGHT?

THERE'S
MOCHI 50
LET'S GET
UP FRONT!

[ 1TsukamacHi’s
FEMALE ROPE

BRAIDED WITH THREE CENTRAL
ROPES, EACH FORMED FROM 17
4! EVENLY BOUND GUMI. A LOOP AT

THE END, KNOWN AS TUE

SABAGUCHI, |5 FORMED AROUND

A WOODEN FRAME TO
| STRENGTHEN THE BASE. THE
. | § FINAL LENGTH STRETCHES SOM.

N e i R SN

FUTSUKAMACHI'S E !
MALE ROPE

EVENLY BOUND GUMI. A THREAD
AT THE END, KNOWN AS THE
KEN, 1S WRAPPED IN FRESH
RICE STRAW AND TRIMMED
CLEAN. THE FINAL LENGTH
STRETCHES 64M.




] THEY'RE UNCOIL o
UNCOILING THE ROPES. Y
THUE MALE ROPE IS OVER IN ta\ 30
AFTER FUTSUKAMACHI, AND THE CAN'T 60 '&3 %
STRETCHING, FEMALE ROPE IS5 UERE IN TO WAR ON - 0y

THE CHILD ROPES ARE
ATTACHED. THEY MAKE T
EASIER TO PULL THE
GIANT ROPE.

AN EMPTY

ITSUKAMACHI. STOMACH. ..

wow! IT's
50 LONG WHEN
STRETCHED

RIGUT, IT'D
BE IMPOSSIBLE

THE ROPE'S

WITHOUT THEM. STARTING TO v \
v U
) ALRIGHT,
t‘g 5‘;“';’,; STARTING TO I'M READY
a ) GET PRETTY TO €O! LET'S
. ATSUSHI! CRACK EXCITED!
o, .
A

ITSUKAMACHI'S

FEMALE
THREAD 1S PULLED UP AND AROUND

- FEMALE ROPE.

1 BOTH ENDS ARE BROUGHT TO THE
CENTRELINE.

2 THE LOOP |5 ERECTED FOR THE THREAD
TO PASS THROUGH. p










I NEVER THOUGHT THAT
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN THIS
MUCH FUN! THE EXCITEMENT

AND PASSION AT THE

KARIWANO GIANT TUG OF

WAR WERE ON A COMPLETELY QN
DIFFERENT LEVEL! T THINK
NOW I GET WHY PEOPLE .
LOVE IT 50 MUCH,
-

THE ENERGY OF
YouTH IS REALLY
SOMETHING. IT MIGHT
SOUND DAUNTING,
BUT THE FUTURE OF
THE GIANT TUG OF
WAR 15 IN YOUR
HANDS. I WANT You
TO CARRY ON THE
TRADITION INTO THE
NEXT GENERATION.

LET'S DO IT
AGAIN NEXT

THERE, GOOD
08! THANK You
ALL FOR TAKING PART,
IT WAS ANOTHER
GREAT YEAR!

AFTER OFFERING

THANK You
FOR YOUR
PARTICIPATION/!







HM...

DIDN'T SHO

SAY HE GOT A D0B
IN TOKYO THIS YEAR?
MAYBE I SHOULD
GIVE HIM A CALL.

Haua!
THOSE WERE THE
DAYS. SHO TOOK A
WHILE TO TO WARM UP
TO ME BUT LOOKING
BACK SURE IS

NosTALelc...

AH, SORRY.
THE KARIWANO
N GIANT TUG OF WAR.
you TUHINK YOou
CAN COME?

SHo?
YEAH, IT'S ME.
MASARU FROM
AKITA.

IT'S BEEN
A WHILE! IS

YEAH? UEY, WHAT I BET
ARE YOU THINKING TOKYO HAS
FOR THIS YEAR? BEEN BUSY.
WHAT DO -
YEAH, PRETTY
You MEAN? BUSY.

I'LL BRING
SOME OF MY NEW
FRIENDS ALONG
THIS YEAR!

OF COURSE!
THERE'S NO waY
I'D MISS (T!

NISHI SEMBOKU'S KARIWANO TSUNAHIKI MONOGATARI END






